Historic, Archive Document 


Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 









=~ 
aS a st my 
| as ee en 








hs 
a adi 
J 


sed 


98 ‘ON LINE Me} 0 13 70 quauny.xedacy - g ‘al 


NosL ez uv 





*O°d ‘gg UoyduTYseN 
einzTNoTiey Jo *yeq°s'n “Arce TT 


SVYSNYMYY ‘ONOsSANOrs 
"HAV SMSHLLVW ‘M 629 


SJOMOIC) DIINDdUIDS 
—— QuYvVMSssnad 


A Sh | mee i nbea 








EPO SIP RO 





Are you a hydronist? That’s like an arsonist, 
only a hydronist is a nut about water. Anyway, 
this is a good time of year not to be one. Not 
with your violets, anyway. We hoisted the rot 
warning last month, and it isn’t out of place to 
do it again. Spring is the time when a young 
violet’s leaves lightly turn to jelly before your 
very eyes. So go easy with that waterin’ can, 
" kids. 


Yours, 


 Jeuss 








PRICE LIST 


NEW SPRING PRICES!! 


Winter’s almost gone, and 
with it goes the risk of 
frozen shipments and delay- 
ed mailings due to bad 
weather. Already the longer, 
sunnier days are working 
magic with our stock. Even 
we old viole ds get a thrill at the looks of 
the greenhouse. You never saw such bloom! We’re 
justly proud of the plants we are sending out. 








*Amethyst, West Coast—Pale orchid blossoms. 


Dark, tapered foliage. Was $1.50, now___._._.. $1.25 
“Bi-Color—Upper petals deep red-violet, lower 
lavender. Slick foliage. Large plant._.._____ $1.50 


*Biue Bird—Fine medium blue. Improved large 
meditim green 10lagee. es ee Oe 


*Blue Boy—Old favorite dark blue ____.__ $1.25 
*Blue Butterfly—Light blue, large slick heart- 
SHADEAEIEA VES ou ce Se coer Se rea ee eee $2.00 


*Blue Eyes—Good-looking plant. Pale blue, slick 
dark#folia velcro et ee ee _ $1.50 


*Blue Girl—(Pat’d) Scalloped foliage, dark blue 


TO WOT ee ek ee ee ee ee $1.25 
*Blue Girl Amazon—Heavy, supreme version of 
Ble’ Girls eee se Ae eee ee ee $1.50 


*Blue Velvet—Small plant. Slightly quilted 
roundish leaves, medium dark blue flower_____ $1.50 


Blush eeepc eee version of Blush Maid. 
Palesninktlowers eee ee eee ol OU 


*“Brown’s Pet—Miniature Blue Gi Round scal- 
1lopedsleay esas ees oA a ee $2.00 
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*Dainty Maid — ane petaled pink flowers, 
Still plantas: WAS O11 00 ee ee eee ere $1.25 


*Double Duchess—Profuse double purple flowers 
against medium green foliage —.-_. $1.50 


*Double Duchess Amazon—Supreme version of 
Double Duchess. Was $2.00, now $1.75 


*Double Orchid—Tapered foliage, double lavender 
TOWED. Was 2.00. TO Wee ee $1.75 


DuPont Hybrids 1, 5, and Silver Pink—Aristocrats 
of the Violet world. $2.50 each, or three for $6.50 


DuPont Red—Rich, claret flowers, DuPont foli- 
APE W aS 2:2), NOW eters eee eee $2.00 


*Gorgeous—(Pat’d) Spooned, red variety aptly 
TATIG se ee $2.00 


*¥ade—Medium blue flower. Lightly quilted foli- 
BPG. WAS e200, cNOW ee ee $1.75 


*“Kewensis—Light green foliage, medium pale blue 
TOW ers WaS $1.00; 0 Wie = ee eee $1.25 


*Lady Geneva—(Pai’d) Distinctive for the white 
border around the deep blue flower. Was $3.00 
TOW a ee ee oe eee $2.75 


*Neptune—Old favorite. Dark green foliage, red 
reverse. Round, blue pansy-looking flowers $1.50 


*Old Lace—Deeply scalloped leaves. Dark blue 
PLOW Or ces re ee eee _ $1.75 


“Orchid Beauty—Medium green foliage, rich lav- 
Ender TO WRG eee ere eee ee ee — A 


*Pink Beauty—(Pat’d) Pink flowers, medium 
green foliage et ee Aes eee ee $1.25 


*Pink Girl—(Pat’d) Pink flowers on girl eons 


*Purple Beauty—Improved dark purple  var- 


CSS le ae Eee Id ie I ut Onn es en SeE AE RNC eRe $1.75 
*Purple Prince—Darkest purple. Slick, heart- 
Shaped MOLINE) sek ewe eee eee ed eit $1.50 


*Red Girl—Red-lavender flowers on Girl foliage 


Oe ee ee re ee me re ee ie ee ee ee er eee eene e 


*Red Head—Rich claret red flowers. Slick, im- 
proved foliage. Was $1.75, now —...__-_..__._ $1. 50 


*Rose Purple—Remarkably large plant. Medium 
dark blue, improved foliage. Was $2.00, now $1.75 


*Ruffles—Medium blue flowers against very un- 
usual tapered dark foliage with red reverse. Was 
S200 0 Wi eee ee eee eae _ $1.75 


*Sailor Girl—Light blue flower on Girl eras 


eee Hen He ne ee ree mere teen ewe ween = nn Re tema te me tenn eee emen 


*“Starlight—Pale blue flower against dusty-green, 
rounded leaves $2.00 


“Thirty-Two—Large, lavender flower. Glossy 
dark green dentate foliage. Was $1.75, now $1.50 


*Tinted Lady—Palest of the blues. Very dark, 
tapered foliage $1. 50 


*Viking—Good dark blue. Slick green foliage 
with red reverse $1.25 


*White Lady—(Pat’d) White flowers against med- 
ium green foliage $1.25 


* In bloom. 





Spring is the time 
for potting, dividing, 
rooting leaves for new 
plants. We are glad to 
offer the following 
supplies to help you 
with your spring 
chores. 





African Violet Potting Mixture—Our own formula, 
guaranteed to give you more blooms with less 
tuss. A light, rich soil particularly fine for violets 
and begonias - - - - 5 quarts $ .75 


Vermiculite—Excellent as rooting medium and 
soil conditioner BOX Eki eee ee PY 


Peat Moss—To give your soil the light, porous 
texture so necessary to good root growth 
BOX X14X [ee ees Sica 


Sheep Manure—Well-rotted, sterlized, powerful. 
Use % cup per quart of potting soil. 
Silat Ox e eee SieoD 


Sedium Selenate—Small vial treats 150 Coa et 00 








structions included 


Nnor—Recommended insecticide spray for African 


Violets. GROZSecahest ae eee $1.00 

SEOOULLESE ls OZ.cess eee ee $1.00 
Hyponex—Oderless powder fertilizer. One pound 
Ce pee a ee ee ee Cee $1.00 


Shipping Information—Plants sent in 2 inch pots 
unless requested otherwise. Cultural instructions 
included. List price includes packing and mail- 
ing cost. Orders $5.00 and over sent spceial de- 
livery. We guarantee safe arrival of plants. Sat- 
isfied customers all over the country will vouch 
for our integrity. For your own protection, please 
remit by check or money order. 





News Letter 





March, 1950 


Dear Friends: 


Ever since we’ve been in the violet business, 
we've been getting occasional letters from collectors 
asking about the following ailment (this excellent 
description from the letter of Mrs. Mosses, of North 
Carolina): “... first notice a faint grayish tinge 
in the center of several plants. This rapidly pro- 
gressed to a curling and drying of the small cen- 
ter leaves which would leave a bare patch when 
falling off. At no time were these plants wilted 
or droopy. On the contrary, they were extremely 
stiff... Ended up by losing most of my plants”. 


A fellow grower in Macomb, Illinois, comment- 
ed that a whole crop of violets had been lost with 
this same condition when a water softener had 
been installed. This afforded at least a clue to 
the trouble, 


We had never experienced any such disease, 
and curiosity was about to do us in when a lady 
in Vicksburg, Mississippi, came to the rescue and 
sent us one of her afflicted plants so that we 
could see for ourselves. We placed her plant in 
sick bay for observation. We have done nothing 
to it except to provide it with water. Jonesboro 
water, that is. New growth is coming out of 
what’s left of the crown. Whether or not the 
new leaves will be distorted and diseased remains 
to be seen. It hasn’t died, though, and that’s 
SOMETHING, from what these good people say! 
Also, a healthy plant placed close by has not dis- 
played similar symptoms, and it’s been there for 
three weeks now. 


What little evidence there is, then, would point 
to the water supply. Tentative suggestion to all 
dried-crown sufferers: Cultivate a friend with a 
well. Or get some water from the local ice- 
plant. They have wells. 


What in the world would be in a city water 
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supply to cause something like that? Do cities 
put borax in the water? 


Are you bothered by worms in your plants? 
Not ants, worms. Earthworms. The latest dope 
from the Howard Days of Maryland is that these 
beasties will cause crown rot. They found theirs 
wrapped around the bases of the crowns, boa con- 
strictor style, literally choking the poor plants to 
death. 


Mrs. Day reminded me to comment on the fact 
that mice (also rabbits, gophers, hamsters, and 
skunks) find the flowers and foilage of the Afri- 
can Violet a particularly dainty dish. If your 
plants are being nibbled, remember to cage your 
pets at night. 


Last month, remember, we talked about grow- 
ing plants in water, and mentioned the crust which 
would accumulate on the container if used for 
very long. We knew at the time that hydrochloric 
acid would remove this crust, but since it is a 
deadly commodity to have around the house, we 
didn’t mention it. Mrs. Street, of Kentucky, says 
that plain old household vinegar will remove this 
crust with ease. Soak overnight. 


Before I forget it, I want to get a word in 
about Lady Geneva and similar varieties. As 
you know, African Violets are queer sisters. They 
do odd thngs. Because they do odd things, they 
are at once delightful and maddening. I'll never 
forget the first batch of Moire we brought from 
the originator of the variety. They weren’t in 
bloom when we first got them, and to our horror 
(they cost us a pretty penny!) the first blooms 
came up just as Blue Boy-ish as you please. 


Needless to say, we wasted no time registering 
a complaint. We were told that the first blooms 
could be expected to do this, and, furthermore, 
that when we shipped them out, the shock of travel 
would make them bloom “plain” for awhile. 


We found this to be quite true of Moire, and 
so were not too surprised to find it true of Lady 
Geneva as well. Sometimes the entire white edge 
will just disappear not only from the open bloom 
on the plant at the time of shipment, but from 
the buds, too. More often, the white edge will 








only fade slightly, or will remain on a part of the 
flower, and disappear on part of it. Makes it 
look kinda funny, to be frank, and we've gotten 
some pretty hot letters about it. 


It seems to work like this: Say a plant we 
ship out has an open flower and two buds on it, 
all o.k. when we pack it. When it gets to its des- 
tination, the white edge on the open flower will 
be partly marred. As the two buds open up, 
there will be even less white edge than there was 
on the open flower. However, NEW BUDS 
WHICH COME UP AFTER THE PLANT HAS 
ARRIVED at its new destination will be all 
right. 


Now, I realize that this might represent a 
period of six weeks or more before you can en- 
joy the ‘twinkling white edge” of your Lady 
Geneva. I also realize that it sounds like a line 
of blarney, but it’s on the level. If you buy one 
of these from us, don’t let it bother you as far as 
our guarantee is concerned. We keep records of 
all orders, and if you write and say “I bought 
a Lady Geneva six months ago and it still isn’t 
blooming like you say it ought to”, we’ll look you 
up in our files, and either replace the plant or 
refund your money. Much trouble for one pesky 
plant, but, in this case, worth it. Ask the man 
who owns one. 


Have heard of propagating begonias by laying 
a leaf flat on moist sand and anchoring with 
toothpicks or hairpins, but had never heard tell 
of such a method with violets. Mrs. Clausen, of 
Minnesota, says she has been doing this success- 
fully for several years. She says roots grow from 
the whole stem, resulting in more and sturdier 
plantlets. Imagine you’d have to be pretty care- 
ful to sterilize your sand to avoid rotting the leaf, 
wouldn’t you, Mrs. C.? 


Bertha Morey, up in Eye-a-way, couldn’t break 
her maid of the habit of watering the violets 
from the top. Says she: “I finally hit on the 
plan of potting them on a little hill in the pot 
so that water would flow to or over the edge of 
the pot.” How’s that for ingenuity? 


(Continued on back) 





RUSSWARD 


Saintpaulia Growers 
629 W. MATTHEWS AVE. 


#O 


JONESBORO, ARK. 
Sustaining Member African Violet Society of America, Inc. 


© 


Bi Ds ee ee ee eee ea 
Street or R.F.D 
Town and State 

Amount Enclosed $ 


If this order is being sent as a gift, please write your own name and 
address below, since we would like to notify you of shipment. 
Gift wrapping on request. 


Quantity Description Price 
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ARKANSAS CUSTOMERS: ADD 2% SALES TAX 






Pr. ee ar hs 7 
‘ J a1 a i ii y : y 7 ie . , 
ne + Ane? Pa ~*~ oy aS , 2) 2B: 
f ae C ere be Ane [Meher ae 2a iia + ae r\ eee ° ie 
' A ‘ }, , 5 m4 
0 } RR oe Me a ae Py Oa aoe Sipe” (rity 7 
aa nae Mea ei AD ult eeu Ae hy 1 ena, oy a 
; TF he hee ae eee re “Ae = iS oe Pc Ps A) ne 2 eS 
) Ny ie a a ap ers © : $4 ee T's 
- 7 7 : : oy : 
Ss ay =" Ass 25 re ae ; > 25 > 4 ' od “7 yy, 
Ne intial cht sie tales yea 
"6. Pas Oran 77 > ae TT ae . * ae 
7 a . a emi 2 - 2 : 
AS eet ie ce: RMN, ata, An) 7 Pepe 
Pl Rae i okra eae vs = 7 or, vel tet bo io aos 
; » = “+ > Th teh A 
weer One ROAR Maat Mil ayneh ee co 
eS we et ae patent eek a MP ee ig pr = a 
» ra ry a i ia VW op De ey - i 
7. ve h a a PO ny ole . sie or = fT , 
_ a ek 7 ar ae od PS <7 
a a 7 re r yy) a : . ail 2" : 
: f Cre ed : aa sz é ys 
“ie p ~ - 4 = x Genet oar Art. - o d 
- 7 ‘ Pa? Aan = 
7 7 e . - A's — a Poa, ae | 7 pa oan ' 
: . a 7 - a = were =, 7 - 
. ‘ a4 ‘4 Mat eres bc 0 eae, - 
; er Wy ge ae Padaloy yee = 
7 * mares, ses OF ht ee y rar % 
Nineta® } ah int hy tf 1 y y ao | +? eas pa ars : 7 aT) 
- ron. Var, vw. a 2eyve «a? : * “e) cae yk ¥ . a Pa ’ 
4 AS ae ¢ : 7 se ae ie Ga Ce ry f r 7 =| ? - ° 
| 215 : ee rh a2? 1 ba i) ad a TY Le of ie a 
hy rs ? Ny Sel i n> i : ws ee Tar to ~ > “oPre ~—e 
P a f ov 2h rs , —— 7 we * - : 
é LS y - Pe ee ~ « oe & wa 
S 2 i rh VS SP ae oe ; + ,, faa 
mm te fe Ces 14 nf I <> ae Ports as f > 
. ] i y a 4 ‘Sn yr ee: ae “p 4 a 
on Pe ric = o A Tie yey 7 Ray: 
i 7 ‘ yy 4 v4 a yee 2 Gr errs “ » } 7 i Fr i aa! 
ss oy. Ne aa Da ee Vise Ae 
i g ’ oi ed : . 
! , ir ‘ oe ay a Co Fs. - 
7. 7 7 : , : nes te a ; «4 "s te Lee 
| ee ees Ke Sie te Ohi ab a 
“ ‘ an ‘ ca SF ~~ 5. 8 me i a 
i 7 > ro) "a s 7 ' s -_ a r $ 7 Jn 
7 7 » et aera: 7 “ Bre 24 “ “ant in Wy ae 
| a ae oS Py a er igs J el 7 a ‘) ety 5 
if ‘ — i So ' r re © a* 4, Z ¥ 
¥ a ¥ 7 s : ) ’ - a ae , an be ve oy - oy 0 
Re) ” at sent +f es ie oeail 4 i ) ae aN ad 
ei 5 Oe bis : rs 2 oe 7 
! 7 Sy os <a as ie Pd Ph he 
| ih NS ein ig aries tee see a eater 
f ie =) ry iyi 04 oa *) aa | i oe 17 
wrt ees) | ee Cae wees : 
~~ nl 9 iat : - ' 





